Swiss American Historical Society Review
Volume 29

Number 3

Article 2

11-1993

Preface
Leo Schelbert

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review
Part of the European History Commons, and the European Languages and Societies Commons

Recommended Citation
Schelbert, Leo (1993) "Preface," Swiss American Historical Society Review: Vol. 29 : No. 3 , Article 2.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol29/iss3/2

This Front Matter is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Swiss American Historical Society Review by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive.
For more information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

Schelbert: Preface

2

Preface

Othmar Ammann (1879-1965) is rightfully viewed as one of the great bridge-builders of
the twentieth century whose five bridges of metropolitan New York, above all the George
Washington Bridge, are lasting monuments to his engineering genius. It is a privilege to offer
to the readers of the SAHS Review the correspondence between him, his family, and his spouse,

Lilly Selma Ammann, born Wehrli, for the war years 1914 to 1918. The letters, selected and
translated by their daughter, Dr. med. Margot Ammann Durrer of New York City, reveal the
experiential dimension of those years when Switzerland was spared the horrors of war and the
United States entered the struggle only towards its end.
The documents intimate the humanity of Lilly and Othmar Ammann, their mutual
dedication, their view of the events of those difficult years, and their outlook on life's
challenges, trials, and joys. Some letters offer a glimpse also into Othmar Ammann's innerdirected personality which drew strength and equanimity from the grandeur of nature, be it the
quiet sea, a field in full blossom, or the majesty of the Swiss mountains.
The editor is indebted not only to Dr. Ammann Durrer for kindly providing these
documents, but also to Natalie Hector, whose editorial expertise proved, as always, invaluable.

Leo Schelben
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